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Welcome to the May Castle 
Transformation Newsletter 

This month, we feature: 
- Project update - Sneak peek, decorating and fond 
farewells 
- Nottingham Castle Trust news - Keeping up-to-date. 
- Object of the Month - The Nottingham Tragedy!!! 
- Top Trumps - No.13 - King James 1 of Scotland 
- Contractor update - in pictures 
 
Image: It's almost two years since a very different Sheriff 
guarded the Castle. There are lots more images on our 
Facebook page 

 

 

 

May Project Update 

May has bought forth some interesting developments for us. 
 
Sneak peek at the site interpretation setworks  
Image credit: Casson Mann 
 
By bringing together these Casson Mann designed interpretation panels 
and the work of Nottingham based, 3D artist, Tim Vickers, we are able to 
vividly recreate the medieval Nottingham Castle. Explaining to visitors 
what you can see today and what you would have seen in 1485 when it 

was at the height of its power. 

Decorating the Castle   
Image credit: Jakt Photography 
 
The first floor galleries of the Ducal Palace are nearing completion and the 
decorators are in! In the Long Gallery, all the lime plaster repair works are 
now complete, the floors have been repaired and re-sealed along with 
refurbishment to the original Victorian doors – highly skilled work has 
restored these galleries to their former glory. 
 
So long (for now!) 
To Eileen Hudson, Nottingham City Museums and Galleries’ Records and 
Collections Access Assistant – Eileen is leaving us (at least for a while). 
 
We’d like to thank her for all the years of hard work, the last 4½ as part of 

the Documentation Team. During that time her dedication and application has been simply 

https://www.facebook.com/NottinghamCastle/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.facebook.com/NottinghamCastle/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


phenomenal, a great legacy and a permanent contribution to Nottingham City Museums and 
Galleries. 
 
This month’s Object of the Month, has been chosen by Eileen: The Nottingham Tragedy!!! which will 
be part of the new Luddites display. 
 
Back to top 

 

Object of the Month - The Nottingham 
Tragedy!!! 

What is it? 
For this month’s object, we have chosen the published story of the 
execution of three men who were tried and convicted for their part 
in the Nottingham Reform Bill riots of 1831. It was acquired for our 
museum collection in 1929. 
 
Why is it significant? 
Due to the rejection of the Reform Bill by the House of Lords, riots 
took hold in many places across the country and one of those was 
Nottingham. Rioters attacked Colwick Hall, Lowe’s Silk Mill at 
Beeston and also targeted Nottingham Castle, as, at the time, the 
Castle was associated with someone openly opposed to the Bill 
and extending the right to vote to more people. Consequently, 

three men – George Hearson, George Beck and John Armstrong were executed on Wednesday 
February 1st 1832 for the destruction of the mill at Beeston.  They were hung on the steps of the 
Shire Hall in Nottingham (now the National Justice Museum). George Hearson was suspected, but it 
was never proved, that he was also a ringleader for the burning of Nottingham Castle. 
 
Tell me more 
Broadsheets (also known as broadsides) were cheaply produced sheets that would provide 
information to local people on news and events. This broadsheet followed a traditional layout of 
large black lettering for the headline, with illustrations of the gallows and the convicts, along with 
poems. A letter from George Hearson to his family is also published which shows that he will die “a 
murdered man” due to him believing he is innocent. Hearson was a bobbin and carriage maker for 
the lace trade and was a local celebrity through his boxing career. His funeral procession was 
watched by thousands of spectators. 
 
Find out more at:  
Riots and Reform – The University of Nottingham 
A Short History of Nottingham Castle by Harry Gill (1904) 
 
“The Nottingham Tragedy!!!” broadsheet will feature in the new Rebellion Gallery currently being 
designed by exhibition designers Casson Mann. 
 
Back to top 

 

Nottingham Castle Trust News 

Sign up to Nottingham Castle Trust’s mailing 
list. 
 
As things ramp up for the Trust and we get closer to 
the re-opening of the Castle, we're bursting with 
exciting news to share. From volunteer gardening 
projects to exploring infamous Nottingham Rebels 
and puppet building to our ever-growing team, 
there’s so much to share. 
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So, sign up to our own mailing list to find out what weird and wonderful things we'll be getting up to 
and to hear exclusive tit-bits of information before we officially reopen.  
 
Image is of NTU theatre students with NCT Learning Manager Gareth Morgan creating puppets to 
help deliver stories at the Castle. 
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Top Trumps #13 

Welcome to the thirteenth character in the series of Castle stories, turned into a game of Top 
Trumps. 
Top Trumps #13 is King James 1 of Scotland 
 
Find out more at: 
BBC News channel - Scotland 
The Scotsman news article 
 
Please email us to let us know whether you agree or disagree with our scores. 
 
Back to top 
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Contractor Update from G F Tomlinson 

Image credit: Jakt Photography 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have taken practical steps, and implemented robust 
measures, to ensure the safety and welfare of employees, sub-contractors and the public, in-line 
with the Government guidelines. The health, safety and wellbeing of every employee and 
subcontractor is G F Tomlinson’s priority. 
 
We have moved forward with the re-development works, completing some major sections, including 
the new Visitors Centre and improved access to the Caves. 
 
Extensive waterproofing and plastering have taken place within the Ducal Palace extension and 
M&E services to the flooring installed, which now showcases a polished concrete finish. 
 
We will continue to monitor the situation on a daily basis and implement any necessary changes 
based on the advice provided by the government, public health agencies and industry bodies. 
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https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKNCC/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Matt&evo_bsentdt=43200&state=sent&selector=&commit=Search#Top

